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To: Eunice and Uiula

rrom: tiaven

Itate: 12/16/02

Re: seoHii abuse case

Number of pages indudiiM; cover slie^: 4

There's some interesting information about this case. We'll see
what Hie defense attorneys do with this.
Haven
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St. LOUIS COUNTY

LAW & ORDER

Televisioii news prodncer is accused
ofsexually assaoltiiig boy, 13

^ news producer,,was diaigedwtfa saaiagy aManltmg aboy. 13. on sawrra!
fichod fbotbaU field inwestStLouis Coumy.

^ ^ Watson inSt Loui^ is accused of

^ incidents, which b^pened in No-
anotbec case. St Louis Coumyy^ft^edacmnputierand vidfiotroes ftcm ^defin^g hmwo

p. 4
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;Itadifflaiin resigDs as
leader ifPride St Louis

^ ByWILLIAM C LH0rK4
AND'K^]d^BitANjCS<BBI080.

F. RatfamanD and Andrew
Bidir, ^ of finar men accused

of having sraaial rela*
tions wWi an undetage l«?y in St
1^Cqonty, Iiave been freed on
bail wEft oxdeis to 'stay away
fruiu flieallegedvictiin.

Rathmnpn submitted bis
" as head erfPride St

I,vibkii.8paas(sa the flnnnn!
Pride Festi^ and advocates telr
trancefin* gays ^ lesbians. Bs
btiard of diretes accasted the
gej^gnatinn, ' . •

Bidnr's status as a. low-level
presidential appdnliee xemained
undearWednesday.

On Nov. 8, tiie WhiteHousean
nounced Presu^ Ge(»ge W.
Bush's *1ntientioa to appoint^
Buhrto1]» Comndssian on Ftesi-
dfsntl^ Scdiolars.

.He is not Hsted amcog ibe 28
msssHoers im ^ ccnnmission's
fidalWd) site. The cfaairwoDaian,
Sen. Maiy Kramsr, R-lowa; could
notbe rau:hedforcofrnmeny^ gjul
tte WhiteHouse did no**
to inquires aboittOihr.

141 n^sidentid Scholars from
ti^ iffltum's bri^itest hfgh school

cations of 500 semifinalists.
nors are honored each June in

Bufar also is Hadley Township
R^nblican committeeman and
^ an unsQccessfid candidate
Hxr ^ate representative in 2000.

• - — MAQIA ir^iTgonJx

got the bail of Ratfamann, 37, aS
St L(^, reduced Wednesday tar
•Associate CSzcait iludge Mtchasl
T. Jamison to $100,000 from
$200,000. Ratbiuami posted
$10,000 cash. Heis diaxged
d^oHmte ctfstatutoryso(tany.

13eS^e athnney Andrew |Id^
son got the bafl of Bute, 30, of
Ridyaond Hiaig^,. loweasd by
Associate Ciicait Jiiidge Sandra
Faxxagnt-He^liill to $75,000
from $lsPiOdO, and Buhr put up
$^iSDO in(caSh. Bodnrisacco^of
twodounts of^tDtoiysNlomy.

Boftjtu^esoidered defi^-
dantsto sta]^ away fron tl» vic^
ijni how 14^ B^idiog Oieir tdds,

isisupervised contactwitti aojn:^

Stilihi jail are Richaxd A.Beb-
tr^, SS, ofSt Oiazles, charged
with five counts ofstahitory sodo-
no^ and WOUam T.Sand^,
of & Louis, an essBcaUve newis
producer with KSDK (Channel
^1 charged with three counts of
statifflMysodtrnqr,

Officials said the haH qq
kiuiwn. connectians ecsc^ that
eachwas accused ofhaving sexu
al Ifaisnns with boywhen he
wasl3orl4.

WnHao C. Uidfcii;

.^^>nmn •**» 6l8«82W!
:r • •



The suspect heads

tolerance for gays

Otters maybe named

By Heather Ratcuffe
Ofthe Post-Dispatch

RolfF. Rathmann, presidentof
a pRHnineot group advocating
tolerance forgays and lesbians,

was charged with eight felonies
Thursday accudng hun of sexu
al contactwith an underage
he met on the Internet

Rathmann, 37, heads Pride St.
Louis, which sponsors the annu
al Pride Fbstival.He was named
in St Louis Coun^ CircuitCourt
oneightcounts ofsecond-degree
statutory sodomy.

On Wednesday, authorities
charged William T. Sandefur,
50, an executive news produc
er for KSDK (Chamiel 5), wth
three counts of first-degree
statutory sodomy involving
the same victim.

Different diarees apply be
cause the victim was 13 he

allege^v had sex wUh Sandefiir
and 14jrhro he all^edlv had ^
With' Ratfimann. ofScials ex
plained. Bailoreachmanwasset
at$200,000.

Prosecutors said 'charges
again^ one or more other men
who met with flie teen mayfoU^

Officials said the ^cdm ap.
peared to have instigated sexual li-

anfaternetchatroom.
"A crime was committed re

gardless of the conduct or in
tentions of the victim." said

Attorney Robert McCuHoch.
"The theory is that adults are
supposed to know better."

McCuUochadded. "Itds case in
unusualbecause we havemtdtiple
defendants and one victim Gener
al^, tiiese cases have midtii^ vic-
timfe withone suspect"

Ken Latining, a former behav
ioral profiler with the FBI and
national expert on crimes
against children, said Thursday,
"When people think about sex
cases involving children, they
picture a creepy predator prey
ing on a sweet little angel But
whatpeoi^^ thflt
the child very often agrees to
sex or even initiates contact

He noted, "No one keeps
these statistics, but the fact

^ cJ^

Sandefnr Raitamam
AP^edfymolested President of
same teen PrkJe SJ. Lows

that boys are out there hus
tling for sex is certainly not
something that is new or has
never happened before."

Lanning emphasized, "It
doesn't change the fact that tiiere
wasacnmeT^

Tlie boy's parents called police
several wedcs ago when they be
came saspick»is about his behav
ior. He had accepted sewral
unusual phone calls, prosecutors
said.

Authorities said tiiey bad found
no connection between the sus
pects ex(»pt ttieir relationship
witti tfie victim The teen has co-
<^erated widi investigators.

"Obviou^y, this is a troubled
youth," McCulloch said. "Ai^ he
clearly has someconflicte."

Police said Rathmann, a Oight
attendant who lives in toe 3800
blockof Vii^nia Avenue, met the
juvenite on several occasions at
Bluebird Park in EUisville fitmi
June to October this year.

Sandefur, of the ^t)0 block of
Wats<»i Road,, ipet the boy in a
batliroom of what authorities de
scribed rallyas a high school foot
ball stadium ui west St l/niis
County.

Prosecutors said tiiey would of
fer supportfor the victim and his
family and Iiad no plans to seek
nmr flCFBtnOt' hitH


