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There’s some interesting information about this case. We’ll see

what the defense attorneys do with this.
Haven
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Television news pmdncér is accused
of sexually assaulting boy, 13

" William -T. Sandefur, S0, a television news producer, was charged
W with ing a , 13, on several occasions at
jrbathroom edmdayat a himanychoolmgﬁelm west St. Louis County.
*',Sandeﬁn;of&zemblockofWatsoninStI.otﬂs,isamdof
&:reemfﬁm—dggyeemmsodomy;newaswdmﬁeuof
::Po’xfceaaidtheydimvezeamemadenm,which pened in No-
wemberkstyear,whileinmﬂgaﬁnganoﬂ:ermgiphmscmuy
‘gdiceseizedampumandvideompesﬁum&ndeﬁn‘shame.
i;SatzdaﬁnisemecuﬁvenewsnmducerfotKSDK(ChameIS). '
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Rathmann rosigns s
leaderoandeSt. Louis
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ANDKmmwnmnanmnmq_.

ggﬁz%§m$hmmgwmﬁuum:
.with orders to ‘stay away
from the alleged victim.” -
; bes submitted his

résignation as head of. Pride St
- Louis, which sponsors the annual *

On Nov. 8, the White House an-

5¥lq Bubr, two of four men accused
2ok last week of having sexual rela- -
ﬁqns_wmranlmdmgeboyjn&

unsupervised
- under the age of 18.

{Two men accused of sex acts |

with boy are free on bail |

cations of 500 semifinalists. Win-
l}wﬁm are honored each June in -

" Still in jail are Richard A. Ben-~ |'

“trup, S5, of St. Charles; charged
- with five counts of

iry sodo-
my; and William T, , 50,
of St Louis, an executive news
producer with KSDK (Channel

- 5), charged with three counts of
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Second man is charged WIth havmg sex with boy

The suspect heads
group here advocatmg
to]erauce for gays

0they3_ maybenamed

BY HEATHER RATCLIFFE
Ofthe Post-Dispaich

RoIf F Rathmann presxdent of

was charged with eight felonies

" Thursday accusing him of sexu-

al contact with an underage boy
he met on the Internet.. - -
Rathmann, 37, heads Pride St.
Louis, whlch sponsors the annu-
al Pride Festival. Je was named

.in St. Louis County Circuit Court
on eight counts of second-degree :
. statutory sodomy. -

- On Wednesday, authorities
charged William T. Sandefur;
50, an executive news pmduc-
er for KSDK (Channel 5), with

" three counts of first-degree

" statutory sodnmy involving

,nl_hg%m:]had sex with Sandefur, '
and 14 when he allegedly had sex

with' Eaﬁman officials- ex-
plained. Bail for each man was set

" “at $200,000.
Prosecumrs sald chargea'
- against one or more other men

who met with the teen may follow.

Officials' said the victim ap--

. mmhavemggtedsemn
- aisons with 1l etwustm@ctsgs;_gg

_ an Internet chat room.

- “A crime was committed re-
ardless of the conduct or in-
tentions of the victim,” said

St. Louis County Prosacuung

McCulloch added, “This case in
unusual because we have multiple
defendants and one victim: Gener-
ally, these cases have multiple vic-

Ken Lanning, a former behay--
". ioral profiler with the FBI and

national expert on crimes

against children, said Thursday, -

“When people think about sex
cases involving children, they
picture a creepy predator prey-
ing on ‘a sweet little angel. But
what pe

“the child ve very often aprees to

SeX Or even initiates contact

Allegedfy molested  President of
same teen Pride Si. Louis

Sandefur

that boys are out there hus-
tling for sex is certainly not

the same victim. Attorney Robert McCulloch. with the olfender.” something that is new or has
a prominent group advocating Different charges apply be- “The theory is that adults are .~ He noted, “No one keeps never happened before.”
tolerance for gays and lesbians, cause the vicm was 13 enhe supposed to know better.” these statistics, but the fact .
Lanning emphasized, “It |
‘ = " doesn't change the fact that thére |
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Was a crime,

The boy's parents called police

several weeks ago when they be-
came suspicious about his behav-
jor. He had accepted several
unusual phone calls, prosecutors

Authorities said they bad found

‘no connection between the sus-

pects except their relationship
with the vicim. The teen has co-
operated with mvesngators

“Obviously, this is a troubled
youth,” McCulloch said. “And he
clearly has some conflicts.”

Police -said Rathmann, a flight
attendant who lives in the 3800
black of Virginia Avenue, met the
juvenile on several occasions at
Blueblrd Park in Ellisville from
June to October this year.

Sandefur, of the 3300 block of
Watson Road, met the boy in a
bathroom of what authorities de-
scribed only as a high schaool foo_t—
ball stadium in west St. Louis
County.

Pmus'acutors said they would of-
fer support for the victim and his
family and had no plans to seek

awer rind af shareee aoainet him




